Living Environment Course Syllabus

Instructor: Mr. Smeal      e-mail: nsmeal@nfschools.net (best way to reach me)

Class website can be found on Gaskills Teacher Webpages
Room   322

Phone extension           

Philosophy 
The Living Environment is a NYS Regents Science that stresses inquiry and depends upon the basic relationships of the physical sciences as well as living things.  Both the presentation of content and the development of process skills will be critical components of this course.

Necessary Daily Course Materials 
· Three Ring binder with dividers for all units
· Spiral notebook 

· Pencils/Pens (Be sure to bring your own everyday as sharing will be limited)
Daily Expectations

Be on teams meetings when your class period is to meet

Be ready to learn 

Complete work provided on days we are not meeting

As questions during meetings and during office hours

Course Major Themes/Topics

Unit




     


 
Unit 1: Characteristics of Living Things 



Unit 2: Homeostasis






Unit 3: Genetics





Midterm
Unit 4: Life Organization




Unit 5: Reproduction / Body Systems 




Unit 6: Evolution 

Unit 7: Ecology 

Unit 8: Human Impacts on Ecosystems 




Regents Final Exam

Living Environment Course Criteria Sheet
Grading

· Unit tests



20%
· Quizzes (every week)


20%
· Labs:  
Lab Work


15%
· Assignments/Homework                    50%
Exams
To receive regent’s credit for the course, you must pass the final exam with a 65% or better

Labs

· Students must satisfactorily complete 1,200 minutes of lab exercises to be eligible to take the Regents exam. You will be notified if you cannot sit for the exam.
· Lab requirement must be met by the first week of June.
· Completed labs will be due the next lab period

· Make-up labs can only be arranged for those who were legally absent

· Labs will be graded out of 100 points. A 65 or better will earn you a satisfactory or an S. Unsatisfactory grades must be brought up to count towards credit for lab exercises.  

Extra Help

I am always available for extra help, whether it be study hall, asp or lunch. I will post my schedule so students can seek extra help in my off periods. 

Schedule 
On the days that we meet on teams, we will go over PowerPoints and take guided notes. Each day there will be a question or two for an exit ticket (this will be attendance)

On days we do not meet on teams, work will be provided to students. This may include a castle learning assignment, near pod, video with questions or a research assignment. 

ABSENCES – Your responsible to make up work on days you missed! Online work is due at the end of each week (Friday 230)
We will get through this together! Try your best and don’t hesitate to ask questions! 
Join Remind - @Smealle
I, ______________________________________ (print student name) and 

________________________________________ (parent/guardian) have read the course criteria, and class expectations in Mr. Smeal’s Science class for the year.

Signature (student) ___________________________________    Date _______________________

Signature (parent) _________________________________ Date ______________________
